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labour. But father and his colleagues were faced
with the actual victims of sweating and casual
labour; so they just fed the hungry, clothed the naked,
and gave shelter to the destitute.

The Inspector concluded his report with the
following paragraphs, which prove that although,
in the view of the Socialists he was a narrow-minded
bigot, he was fair-minded and generous personally
towards those whose policy he despised and con-
demned:

Mr. Crooks and Mr. Lansbury came on the Board of
Guardians as representatives of the Labour Party in the
year 1893, and since then they appear to have had the
support of both the ratepayers and of the Guardians.
It is true that only ten of the twenty-four Guardians are
what is termed "labour men/' but the views of the leaders
have dominated the whole Board. Mr. Lansbury explains
this by saying that he and Mr. Crooks " overawed the other
Guardians by their sweet reasonableness."

While Mr. Crooks and Mr. Lansbury were directing their
policy, the evidence shows only too clearly that some of their
colleagues have been guilty of misconduct in relation to the
management of the workhouse, and that, to say the least of
it, there has been a great want of business capacity in dealing
with the contracts. The two Guardians named are busy
men, holding a number of offices which entail continuous
work, and naturally would not have time, even if they had
the inclination, for doing the routine work of managing
an institution like the Poplar Workhouse. Neither the
Municipal Alliance nor any single witness made the slightest
imputation on their personal integrity or on that of some of
the other Guardians. They neither ate nor drank with